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Florida has had six Constitutions since • 
it became a state. The first Constitution 
was drafted in Saint Joseph, now known 
as Port St. Joe. Presently, Florida is 
governed by the Constitution of 1968, 
as subsequently amended.

Florida’s first Legislative Council, which was supposed to meet in Pensacola • 
on June 10, 1822, did not meet until 44 days later due to hazardous and time-
consuming travel.

Tallahassee was named the state capital in 1824 • 
by Florida’s first territorial governor, William P. 
DuVal.

The total land area of Florida is 54,252 square • 
miles. The total water area is 4,308 square miles.

In 1824, three log cabins were erected in Talla-• 
hassee to accommodate the Legislative Council. 
This was Florida’s first Capitol.

In the 1890s, several efforts were made to move the state capital from Talla-• 
hassee. Choices included Jacksonville, Ocala, and St. Augustine.

Florida’s fourth and present Capitol was officially opened on March 31, 1978, • 
by Governor Reubin Askew.

 �Construction of Florida’s present Capitol • 
required 3,700 tons of structural steel and 
2,800 tons of reinforcing steel. The Capi-
tol contains 25,000 cubic feet of concrete, 
the equivalent of 16 football fields, each 
one foot thick.

Florida has been home to such famed writers as Ernest Hemingway, • 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, and Tennessee Williams.

In 1990, Senator Gwen Margolis of Miami became the first woman in • 
Florida’s history to be elected to serve as President of the Senate.

Toni Jennings was the first Senator in Florida to be elected President • 
of the Senate for two consecutive terms, presiding from 1996-2000. 
In 2003, she was chosen by Governor Jeb Bush to become Florida’s 
first female Lieutenant Governor following the resignation of Frank 
Brogan.

�The first reusable spacecraft, the space shut-• 
tle Columbia, was launched from the Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida on its maiden voyage 
on April 12, 1981.

�The word “Tallahassee” is of Creek derivation • 
and is frequently translated as “old town” or 
“old fields.” The name may have been taken 
from the Seminole Indians who occupied the 
area.

Juan Ponce de Leon came ashore on • 
the northeast coast of Florida some-
time between April 2 and April 8, 
1513. He called the area la Florida, in 
honor of Pascua Florida (feast of the 
flowers), a popular celebration held 
in Spain around Easter.

A prior Constitution in 1868 provided that the Seminole Tribe was • 
entitled to a member in the Florida Senate and House.

Saint Augustine is the oldest continuously inhabited European settle-• 
ment in North America.

Did You Know...
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The unified government of Florida was established March 30, 1822, • 
when President Monroe signed into law the act which provided for 
a Governor and a Legislative Council of 13 citizens. Florida was the 
27th state to be admitted to the United States (March 3, 1845).

�DeFuniak Springs is home to one of • 
the two naturally round lakes in the 
world.

Ft. Lauderdale is known as the Venice • 
of America because it has 185 miles of 
local waterways.

In anticipation of statehood, 56 commissioners elected from • 
Florida’s 20 counties gathered at Saint Joseph (Port St. Joe) to draft 
a constitution. The convention lasted from December 3, 1838, until 
January 11, 1839.

Florida’s highest natural point is 345 feet, located near Lakewood in • 
Walton County.

�“Stormsong,” the 50-foot long • 
pod of leaping dolphins in front 
of the Capitol, is made of stain-
less steel and recycled alumi-
num and weighs 8,000 pounds 
(four tons).

�The Florida quarter was re-• 
leased by the U.S. Mint as part 
of its 50 State Quarters Pro-
gram in 2004. 

Some items were taken from The Florida Handbook, 1997-1998 by Allen Morris, published by The Peninsular 
Publishing Company, Tallahassee, FL.

Snow fell in Dade County on • 
January 20, 1977.

Dr. John Gorrie of Apala-• 
chicola patented the process 
of making ice artificially in 
1851.

The St. John’s River is one of the few rivers that flows north instead of • 
south, and at 273 miles in length, it is Florida’s longest river.

�The Buckman Act of 1905 consolidated the • 
state’s institutions of higher learning into 
three: the University of Florida at Gaines-
ville, the Florida State College for Women at 
Tallahassee, and the Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical College for Negroes at Tallahas-
see.

�Founded in 1973 by Rhea Chiles as Florida’s • 
“embassy” in our nation’s capital, Florida 
House is owned by the people of the State of 
Florida. Florida is the only state to have such 
a facility. It enjoys approximately 10,000 visi-
tors a year. Florida House serves as “home 
base” for tourists as well as the business 
community (www.floridaembassy.com).

�Florida has more than 11,000 miles of rivers, • 
streams, and waterways.

�In 1937, Amelia Earhart took off from Miami • 
for an around-the-world flight and was never 
seen again.

�The first commercial airline service between • 
two U.S. cities was established between St. 
Petersburg and Tampa in 1914.

�Seven student athletes from Florida universi-• 
ties have won the Heisman Trophy between 
1966 and 2010.



60

Hey Kids, visit us on the web!
We have games, puzzles, fun facts, 

 and more about our state.
www.flsenate.gov

This Internet site introduces younger Floridians to the Florida Senate.  
Designed to be educational, it appeals to children of all ages.  This site 
is easily accessed (interface is not browser specific) and low-resolution 
graphics allow for ease of use.  Senate Kids is always under construc-
tion.  Keep checking for new features.

In  memory of Jhonnie Gillispie, Assistant Secretary of the Senate, who 
devoted more than 30 years of tireless dedication and hard work in 
service of the Florida Senate.



This Florida Senate Handbook is published by the Secretary of the 
Senate. It is distributed free of charge to Capitol visitors and other inter-
ested Floridians to enhance their knowledge and understanding of 
Florida’s government, and particularly, the Florida Senate.

R. Philip Twogood
Secretary of the Senate 

Visit the Florida Senate’s homepage:
http://www.flsenate.gov
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